
Micrographia. 

another according to a certain order or method, which I always obferv’d. 
to be this. 

12 That fide of a collateral or fubcollateral ', &c. branch, lay over the 
fide of the approximate (as the feathers in the wing of a Bird) whofe 
branchings proceeded parallel to the laft biggeft ftem from which it 
fprung,and not to the biggeft ftem of all, unlefs that were a fecond ftem 

backwards. . , 

1 3 This rule that held in the branchings of the Sexangular Fig m 

alfo in the branchings of any other great or fmall ftem, though it did 
not proceed from a center. , . , r . 

14 The exaftnefs and curiofity of the figuration of thefe branches, 
was in every particular lo tranfcendent, that I ^udge it almoft impoflible 
for humane art to imitate. 

1 5 Tailing feveral cleer pieces of this Ice, I could not hnd any Vrin- 
ms tafte in them, butthofe few I tailed, feem’das infipid as water. 

16 A figuration fomewhat like this, though indeed in fome particu- 

lars much more curious, I have feveral times obferv’d in regains mmis 
fteUatus, but with this difference, that all the Items and branchings arc 
bended in a moll excellent and regular order, whereas in Ice the Items 
and branchings are ftreight, but in all other particulars it agrees with 
this and feems indeed nothing but one of thcle ftars,or branched Figures 
frozen on Vrine, diftorted, or wreathed a little, with a certain propor- 
tion • Lead alfo that has Ar finicky and fome other things mixt with it, 1 
have found to have its furface, when fuffer’d to cool, figured fomewhat 
like the branchings of Vrine, but much fmaller. . 

17 But there is a Vegetable which does exceedingly imitate theic 
branches, and that is, Fearn, where the main ftem may be obferv’d to 
(hoot out branches, and the Hems of each of thefe lateral branches, to 
fend forth collateral , and thofe fubcollateral, and thofe latero fubcollate- 
ral &c. and all thole much after the lame order with the branchings, di- 
vifions, and fubdivifions in the branchings of thefe Figures m frozen 
Vrine ; fo that if the Figures of both be well confider d, one would gheis 
that there were not much greater need of a Jim in a l principle [0^ P r °’ 
duttion of Fearn, then for the produ&ion of the branches ot v,m >, 

the Stella martis, there feeming to be as much form and beauty in 

^And^ndTedftSs Plant of Fearn, if all particulars be well confer 4 
will feem of as fimple, and uncompounded a form as any l egetabl , 
to mould or Mujhromes, and would next after the invention ot the 
of thofe, deferve to be enquir’d into 5 for notwithftanding fe J e ‘, 
affirm’d it to have feed, and to be propagated thereby 3 yet, & 
have made very diligent enquiry after that particular, leannot 
there is any part of it that can be imagin d to be more femina 
other : But this onely here by the by : 

For the freezing Figures in Vrine , I found it requilite, 

Firft, that the Superficies be not disturbed with any wind, 
commotion of the air, or the like. Secondly, 
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Secondly, that it be not too long expofed, foas that the whole bulk 
be frozen for oftentimes, in fuch cafes,by reafon of the fwelling t e ce, 
or from fome other caufe, the curious branched Figures difappeai . 

Thirdly, an artificial freezing with Snow and Salt, apply d to the out 
fide of the containing Veflel, fucceedsnot well, unlefs there be a very 

Fourthly,^ ^you take any cleer and fmooth Glafs, and wetting all the 
infide of it with Vrine, you expofe it to a very (harp freezing, you yM 
find it cover'd with a very regular and curious Figure. 

II. 

1 

Obfervables in figur'd Snow* 

Expofing a piece of black Cloth, or a black Hatt to the falling Snow, S F C £* 9 ' 
I have often with great pleafure, obferv’d fuch an infinite variety of cu- 
rioufly figur’d Snow , that it would be as impoffible to draw the Figure 
and fhape of every one of them, as to imitate exadtly the curious and 
Geometrical Mechanijme of Nature in any one. Some coorfe draughts, 
fuch as the coldnefs of the weather, and the ill provifions, I had by me 
for fuch a purpofe, would permit me to make, I have here added in the 
Second Figure of the Eighth Scheme. 

In all which I obferv'd, that if they were of any regular Figures, they 
were always branched out with fix principal branches, all of equal length, 
fhape a d make, from the center, being each of them inclin’d to either of 
the next branches on either fide of it, by an angle of fixty degrees. 

Now, as all thefe ftems were for the mod partin one flake exa&ly of 
the ft me; make, fb were they in differing Figures of very differing ones ; 
fo that in a very little time I have obferv’d above an hundred feveral cizes 
and fhapes of thefe flarry flakes. 

The branches alfo out of each ftem of any one of thefo flakes, were ex- 
actly alike in the fame flake 5 fo that of whatever Figure one of the 
branches were, the other five were fure to be of the fame, very exadtjy, 
that is, if the branchings of the one were fmall Terallelipipeds or Plates* 
the branchings of the other five were of the fame; and generally, the 
branchings were very conformable to the rules and method obferv’d be- 
fore, in the Figures on Vrine, that is, the branchings from each fide of 
the ftems were parallel to the next ftem on that fide, and if the ftems 
were plated, the branches alfo were the fame ; if the ftems were very 
long, the branches alfo were fo, &c. 1 

Obferving fome of thefe figur'd flakes with a Microfcope, I found them 
" ot .J® a PP e ?* f ? curious and exactly figur’d as one would have imagin’d, 
but like Artificial Figures, the bigger they were magnify’d, the moreir- 
regulantes appear’d in them; but this irregularity feem’d afcribable to 

andnot atallto the 

^a»^tir a '? N * aK > f hofc curiofity in the formation 
fthef^kind of regular Figures/uchas thofe of Salt, Minerals, Sic. 
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